THE   NEGRO   MIND

teacher), on account of his having prevented a carrier from
crushing a beetle, the only other person in those parts who
had shown similar prejudices having been a Mohammedan
teacher from Zanzibar.

In the days before the war newcomers to East Africa
used to be very keen on learning what nickname they had
been given, and the wily Wanyamwezi and Wasukuma
porters used to take advantage of this curiosity for their
own aims by giving, when questioned, such names as they
thought might flatter the questioner's vanity. I had several
times been told proudly by some young fellow not long out
from home, 'Oh, my native name is "Bwana Mzuri,"
which means "fine master." ' I had to repress a smile: I
had heard it too often, and wondered what the astonish-
ment of the individual would have been if he had heard the
appellation given him by his followers when he was out of
earshot.

Some people think that the many questions which
Negroes put concerning Europe are a proof of the interest
which they take in it. To me it would rather seem that the
very nature of the majority of these queries is a proof to the
contrary. Even such natives as could have had, all their
lives, the information on the subject which they wanted, if
it had had the least interest for them, put questions which
would be excusable only in the wildest savages from the far
interior.

One man, for instance, who had for some time belonged
to a mission, and who passed himself off as a Christian,
asked me if Europe is cin the water.' Another, also in
Nyasaland, which is wedged in between Portuguese